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OPAS Curated Exhibition at the 
Springfield Museum of Art

An exhibition at a museum doesn ’t happen overnight. I t was almost
two years from the time that for mer OPAS Exhibition Chair man,
Paul Reif, sent a proposal to the Spr ingfield M useum of Art before it
was finally installed on the walls of this fine r egional museum this
past November.    (continued)



I was still president when Paul appr oached me with the idea of
tr ying to make this a reality for OPAS. When he wrote several
months later saying, “we made it”, I knew that this exhibition
was within our founding father ’s vision of building a r espected
organization of ar tists that would one day be able to knock on
the door of a museum and be admitted.

Work by members I’ ve not yet met were intermingled with
work by members who I have known since the first meeting of
OPAS. And I have to say, that as I viewed the sixty-six works
hanging on the cur ved walls of the spacious and well lit “chang-
ing exhibitions r oom”, my thoughts w ere that you have all paint -
ed hard to be the best that you can be, you have grown as artists,
and we have grown into an or ganization to be pr oud of.

The Spr ingfield M useum received us warmly, produced an
invitation, put on a fine r eception, placed all of the wor ks online
on the museum w ebsite, and reported that w e had the highest
attendance of any exhibition this y ear. Our event was covered in
at least two newspaper articles. A week into the exhibit, P aul Reif
gave an educational pr esentation on OPAS and plein air paint -
ing along with a tour of the paintings , during which he fielded
questions fr om the public .

Congratulations to OPAS members who took advantage of
this fine oppor tunity and put on a str ong exhibition at the
Spr ingfield M useum of Art, and thank you to Paul Reif who
understands the vision which places the or ganization first, sets
the bar high and challenges its members to r ise to the occasion.

by Board Chair, Debra Joyce Dawson

The museum reported that we had the highest
attendance of any exhibition this year.

Jon Browning, Museum Curator Char lotte Gordon, and Paul
Reif on opening night.



New Members
New OPASmembers since September 2007 are: Virginia Kretz, William JamesWoolf, Howard Brand,M agg, Karen Picchetti, M arnee
Puch-M uttleman, B arbara Benedict, M arjor ie Foulk,  Mary Jane Bugh Gordon, Lee Hanford, Fred Baughman, and H elen Trimboli. Wel-
come! We look forward to painting with y ou!

Musicians play scales.
Athletes stretch.
Artists sketch.
Or doodle, and good artists sketch or doodle all the time . They carry a sketch pad and a pencil with them, and they pr actice whilst

sitting in r estaurants, on buses, and dur ing confer ences when the speaker drones on too long. M aybe you’re doodling r ight no w. If you
are, my feelings aren’t hur t. I’d rather you sketch. The point is , Art is real work, like laying br ick or tending a garden. Great artists adopt
that ethic early on.

Writers like Ernest Hemingway fished all after noon, dr ank away their evenings, and stayed out all night. Still, befor e 6:00 a.m., he
was at his desk with his pad and pencils (contr ary to the photos of him sitting at a typewr iter, he preferred to use a pencil), scratching
away without interr uption. And he stay ed at it until about noon, when he would set those tools aside and mo ved on. Of course, Hem-
ingway was a reprobate who didn ’t wash too many dishes or clothes , never laid a brick in his life , and cared very little about taking his
kids to scouts or soccer. And he wasn’t a painter, but the analogy still holds up . You just have to amend it to fit moder n life – your life .

We don’t all have studios with palettes waiting for us . And we don’t all have time to step outside and set up the collapsible , spider-
legged French easel. But each of us has a few minutes every day when we don’t have to focus so hard. And that ’s a window of oppor -
tunity . So, if you’re a weekend painter and don ’t have time to wet your br ush each day, carry that pad and pencil with y ou dur ing the
week. Doodle dur ing meetings , or when you’re at the game. But don’t just doodle . Make your doodle of somebody sitting nearb y. Cap-
tur e the values. Work on line dr awings, measured drawings, and composition. Don ’t worr y about creating a masterpiece or even a fin-
ished sketch. Just doodle .

If you’re going to grow as an artist, you have to work at it.

The Ohio Plein Air Society needs volunteers for pr ojects in 2008. These projects include:
• Competition C ommittee: The Fifth Annual P lein Air Competition, again scheduled for N ew Philadelphia. I n particular , we need

some help coordinating publicity . As this is our fifth time ar ound, w e are getting a solid framework in place, but we need one or two
people to mail some stuff out for us .

• Corresponding Secretary: In 2008, we’ll need a corresponding secretary. This job requir es the secretary to retr ieve new applica-
tions , update the roster, and mail a Welcome Packet to the new members . To make this job easier, this year we bought a laptop and
new software for the corresponding secretary. We are also pre-stuffing the packets , and will pr ovide mater ials and postage.  From time
to time , we may also need to mail out newsletters and other stuff, but the laptop and softwar e will assist in pr inting labels and such.

• Workshop Guru: OPAS wants to sponsor another workshop in conjunction with the competition. The Guru will assist in finding a
suitable instr uctor , work out payment arr angements, and work with the instr uctor to dev elop a program.

• Volunteer at Lar ge and Without P ortfolio: I f you have an extra four hours/month, I would like to hear fr om you. I promise it will
be relatively painless, but I need some help.

I’d also like to thank John Daniels and his Committee for heading up the 2008 E xhibition. We’re going to Zanesville!
Elections are coming up in M arch!

– Jon Browning

From the President



OPASPaint-outs (and -Ins) coming in 2008
Januar y 5, 12, 19, 26, 2008—"5 Museum Paint-I ns"
Counties : Hamilton, F ranklin, Clar k, Champaign, Lucas

So many OPAS members enjoyed our 2006 & 2007 Museum Paint-I n that w e have arranged a return visit. One of the most delightful
surpr ises of a visit to the Louvre is observing artists, young and old, r eplicating master wor ks to impr ove their skills . Five Ohio muse-
ums are opening their doors to OPAS members in a similar fashion this coming J anuary.

Ohio weather is unpr edictable in January, so OPAS has collaborated with The Columbus Ar t Museum, The Cincinnati Ar t Museum,
The Dayton Art Institute and—for the first time—the Toledo Museum of Art and Spr ingfield M useum of Art to pr ovide a closer desti-
nation to all OPAS painters. We have scheduled the Paint I ns on differ ent Saturdays to honor the r equest from members who wanted
to go to multiple museums .

OPAS will have at host greeting you at the main desk of each museum.  Each museum has a form designating their r ules for paint -
ing: be sure to print it, r eview it and br ing it with y ou to fill out. Ob viously, it is impor tant to br ing a drop cloth that pr otects the floor
and to spread out so as to keep traffic flo wing. The Paint IN at each museum follo ws the museum hours , and painters are asked to
leave no later than 20 minutes befor e closing. Each museum has offered a gathering spot at the end of the day for ar tist to chat and
give feedback to each other.

Each museum will allo w OPAS to paint items in their personal collections . You may visit special exhibitions but not paint ther e.
A little intimidated to tr y this? There is a wonderful synergy that develops when you are replicating a wor k in a museum. You will

be surpr ised at how much you learn from this pr ocess!  You'll also be surpr ised at how respectful most museum goers will be . Yet, if
you choose to, you'll enjo y wonder ful dialogues with str angers. Those who stop to watch you paint will admir e and respect your effor ts
and are usually very generous with their compliments .

Satur day, Januar y 5—Spr ing field Ar t Museum—www .spring fieldar t.museum

The Spr ingfield Ar t Museum hours are 9:00 to 5:00 and admission is free for painters, sherpas pay $5. Note: this museum is the only
one that does not requir e artists to sign a form. OPAS member Paul Reif will be hosting.

Satur day, Januar y 12—Columbus M useum of Ar t—www .columbusmuseums.or g

The Columbus M useum of Art houses an outstanding collection of late 19th- and early 20th-centur y American and European mod -
ern art. This collection includes major wor ks by Monet, M atisse, Picasso, Renoir , Hopper and O'K eeffe and other spectacular exam-
ples of Impr essionism, German Expressionism, and Cubism. The museum hours ar e from 10:00a.m. to 5:30p.m. and admission is $6
for adults and $4 for seniors . It is located at 480 E Broad St., Columbus , OH 43215. OPAS member Chuck Harris will be hosting.

Satur day, Januar y 19—Cincinnati Ar t Museum—www .cincinnatiar tmuseum.or g

The Cincinnati Ar t Museum is excited to have OPAS return for the thir d year. Cincinnati Ar t Museum has a rich collection of mor e than
sixty thousand wor ks of art, spanning six thousand y ears. Museum hours are from 11a.m. to 5p.m. and admission is fr ee.  The artist
critique will be at 3:00. I t is located at 953 Eden Park Drive, Cincinnati, O hio 45202. OPAS member Martha Carmody will be hosting.

Satur day, Januar y 26—Dayton Ar t Institute—www .daytonar tinstitute.or g

The Dayton Art Institute was founded in 1919. The collection, of mor e than 25,000 objects spanning 5,000 years of art histor y, is rated
“superb in quality” b y the American Association of M useums. The museum hours ar e from 10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. and general admis-
sion is free. It is located at 456 Belmonte Park North , Dayton, Ohio. OPAS member Edy Martin will be hosting.

Satur day, Januar y 26—Toledo Museum of Ar t—www .toledomuseum.or g

The Toledo Museum of Art collection of mor e than 30,000 works of art ranks among the finest in the U nited States. There are 35 gal-
leries, Sculpture Garden, and new Glass Pavilion. I mpor tant wor ks of art include paintings and sculptur es by Bearden, Cezanne,
Calder, Close, Cole, Degas, van Gogh, El Greco, Holbein, K iefer, Matisse, Miro, Monet, Picasso, Rembrandt, Rubens, and Turner; mas-
terworks from antiquity and Asia. M useum house are 10:00am. to 4:00p.m. and admission is fr ee. It is located at 2445 Monroe Street
at Scottwood Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. OPAS member Julie Draeger will be hosting.

Although the museums r equest that you not sell your replicated wor k, don't for get to bring business cards to hand out to inter est-
ed buyers of your other wor k.

Thanks to Program Co-Chair Susi Havens-Bezaire for organizing this! 

Februar y 23, 2008—Urban B light!
Franklin C ounty
Address : 243 N. Fifth Street, Suite 420, Columbus , Ohio 43215
Phone :  614.221.8988
Host : Jon Browning; jbr owning@browninglaw .us

Ever painted the city? Well here's your chance. Jon Browning offer ed up this idea for a Columbus City paintout. You can paint outside ,
anywhere you like in the cold of C olumbus , or you can come inside to Jon's 4th floor windo ws and paint the views to the N orth, East
and South fr om ther e. Either way, this should be an inter esting and fun paintout for all. I f you DO choose to paint outdoors in the cold,



you can come up to the office and war m up.
The cafe on the first floor will also be open for br eakfast or lunch fr om 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM. 

Satur day March 15, 2008—Cleveland South Chagr in M etropar ks and Vicinity
County :  Cuyahoga

Meet at Look About Lodge, 37850 Miles Road, Chagrin Falls OH 44022
Time:  9:00 am - 3:00pm (regroup at the Lodge for cr itiques and hot chocolate!)
Host:  Diane Farr: dianefarr@att.net, phone (440) 247-9430, cell (440) 463-1866
Websites for more area info:  www.CleMetParks.com, www.chagrin-falls .org, www.HuntingV alley.net, www.GatesMillsVillage.com
There are many great places to paint— 

the MetroParks itself has numerous trails, gorges, fields and riverviews;
the New England style town of Chagrin is a mile or so down the road (with gr eat places to paint and to catch lunch);

and Chagrin River Road winds along the Chagr in River (designated as a "Scenic Waterway" by the State of Ohio) past the open
fields and horse pastur es of Hunting Valley to the charming N ew England style town of Gates Mills.

If we're lucky, we'll have beautiful white sno w and blue skies to paint!

March 29, 2008—Annual M eeting, Columbus Ar ea
Franklin C ounty
Loy Hall Studio , Capital U niversity
College and Main, Columbus , OH 43209-2394

Loy Hall Studio doors open at 8 AM
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM : Coffee & Donuts
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM : Business Meeting with OPAS Officer Election Results
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM : Keynote Speaker, Charles Shepard

What M useums Don't Want Ar tists to Know
Charles Shepard, Executive Director of the Ft. Wayne Museum of Art will giv e a
Career Development Lectur e followed by individual cr itiques of members wor k. If
you are interested in this oppor tunity , please email debra@ohiopleinairsociety .
com

Apr il 26, 2008—Apr il in A thens
County : Athens
Hosts : Gayla Parks and Jeff Risner 

May 19,2007—Pine Tree Barn
Wooster, OH
County : Wayne
4374 Shreve Road, Wooster, OH
330.264.1014
www.pinetr eebarn.com/
Contact : r ita@pinetreebarn.com
Host : Cinda Motter
Thanks to Cinda M otter for planning this paintout!

June 20 - 22, 2008—Camp & Canoe
County : Warren
Host : Chuck Marshall

More infor mation will be posted on the w ebsite as plans firm up
for these paintouts . Always check there for the latest news.

July 13, 14 & 15,2008—Lakeside, Ohio
Host : Rick & Mary Dziak

August 25, 2007—Cincinnati
County : H amilton
Host : Martha Carmody

September 19,20,21—5th Annual OP AS Com-
petition

New Philadelphia, Tuscarawas County

December 15—OPAS Member Exhibition
Zanesville Art Center, 620 Militar y Rd., Zanesville, OH 43701
Phone : 740.452.0741
Website : www.zanesvilleartcenter .org
Exhibition D ates : to come
Chair : John Daniels

Jan 16307.56
Feb 17407.99
Mar 17055.07
Apr 17602.73
May 17602.73

June 17380.82
July 17989.84
August 17980.15
September 15795.50
October 16561.43

Treasurer’s Report



The Winners
Starting at the back, L to R, just like you read a book (and it will still not r ead correctly) :
Back Row: Juror Ken Cadwallader, Ray Hassard (Merit Pastel), Debra Joyce Dawson (HM), Larr y Churski (Spir it of New Philly & 3r d

Place), 2nd & 3rd Rows combined: Richar d Maxfield (M erit Water Media), Jimmie White (HM M ain Event & QuickD raw Winner), D iane
Farr (Best Cow), Barb Chenault (M erit Oil), M ary Jean Weber (behind) (HM), Virginia Kretz (HM), Susi-H avens-Bezaire (behind) (HM),
Larry Golba (2nd Place), (Gary Chaconas (behind) (HM), D ave Smith (HM), P urchase Award Sponsors Scott and Judy Jenkinson, Rick
Dziak (HM), 1st Row: Dino M assaroni (People's Choice), Chuck M arshall (BOS), Jack Liberman (1st Place), Mark Ginger ick (HM).

4th Annual Competition—New Philadelphia

For thr ee beautiful war m September days, OPASmembers and their fr iends met and painted in and
around N ew Philadelphia, OH. M any found the change of scene refreshing and all were impr essed
by the warm welcome afforded us by the town. From closing off the str eets for us to having the mayor
choose the “Best Spir it of New Philadelphia ” painting, w e were made to feel appreciated and valued.
With painting subjects all ar ound, you can bet 2008’s competition will be ev en better. You won’t want
to miss out, so save the dates: September 19-21, 2008. See you there!



Membership Information

Effectiv e January 1, 2008, anyone joining OPAS will receive the
benefits of membership thr ough the end of the calendar y ear in
which he or she joins , unless he or she joins in December.  Any-
one joining in D ecember of a calendar year will r eceive the ben-
efits of membership for D ecember and the entir e following cal -
endar year.

Anyone joining after January 31 of a calendar year, including
renewing members , may not be listed on the OPAS roster.  OPAS
will str ive to update the roster quarterly.

OPAS recognizes the following membership categor ies:
Founding M ember
Signatur e Member (to be established)
Charter Member
Artist M ember
Honor ary Member (Honor ary members, deserving of special

recognition for their contr ibution to OP AS, are not requir ed to
pay dues.  Fur ther, honorary members are not entitled to v ote in
OPAS elections or hold office as president, vice president, secre-
tary, treasurer, or trustee within OPAS.)

2008 Nomination & Election
Procedure

Please be advised that the OPAS Board of Trustees is now receiv-
ing nominations for the offices of PRESIDENT , VICE PRESI-
DENT, and CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. The term of each
office is one year. You may nominate y ourself or any other mem -
ber in good standing who is willing and able to ser ve.

The Board is also receiving nominations fr om those members
in good standing who ar e interested in serving as an OPAS
TRUSTEE. The term of office is thr ee years. Those interested in
running as an OPAS officer or TRUSTEE should include along
with their nomination a 50 wor d bio for publication.

Deadlines for N ominations and Voting —Nominations will be
received by email or at the OPAS PO Box no later than Friday,
February 15 to be included on the ballot.
Ballots along with nominees' bios will mailed on S aturday,
March 1. Completed and signed ballots must be r eceived by Sat-
urday, March 15 at the OPAS PO Box. Unsigned ballots will not
be counted.

If you have a candidate in mind, please contact them to confir m
their willingness to r un for office befor e submitting their name .
A short letter including the nominees name , address, phone, e-
mail, and bio , should be sent by US Mail to the addr ess below.
You may also send your nomination b y email to debr a@ohio-
pleinairsociety .com

OPAS
PO BOX 16264
Columbus , Ohio 43216
ATTENTION: Nominating C ommittee

Questions or Fur ther I nfor mation: debr a@ohiopleinairsociety .
com or 740-927-3078 (leave message with phone number).
The Board feels that this election pr ocedure allows for the great-
est participation of the entir e membership .

From Ken Cadwallader 

Thank you to OPAS for asking me to give a workshop and judge
their annual Plain Air Competition. OPAS is a great organization
with many wonderful members that made me feel very welcome
and left me with a desire to visit again. New Philadelphia was an
excellent location to have a workshop and competition. The
scenery was beautiful with a wonderful variety of places and sub-
ject matter to paint. It was great competition filled with fabulous
work. I wanted to give more awards than were allotted. I wish
everybody that I met the best of luck in their painting adventures.

—Ken Cadwallader

It is almost January and once again it is time to pay your OPAS membership dues. The membership dues will r emain at $30, and the
web site fee will also remain at $30 for the coming y ear. In order to keep your membership in good standing all dues must be paid in
January 2007. Members who do not pay their dues will be dr opped fr om the roster on January 31, 2008. Would you please take a few
moments no w and renew your membership in OP AS? We are asking that you update your infor mation with us b y completing the
attached for m and returning it with y our payment. Should y ou have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 614-846-0113 or
by e-mail pdfgrp@earthlink.net The PO Box address is below. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Edie Dean
Acting OPAS Treasurer

Please note:those members who joined star ting in September of 2006 ,or who joined for the C ompetition (A ugust) will hav e their
dues carried over to 2007. Email me if y ou have questions on this .

Name: _________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
E-mail addr ess ______________________________________________________
Cell phone ______________________ Home phone _______________________
Ohio County : ______________________ Painting M edium:_______________________
______ $30 Membership D ues ______$30 Web site
P.O. Box 16264 Columbus , Ohio 43216
The Ohio Plein Air Society is a not for pr ofit corpor ation.

Membership Dues are due



POBOX342
Pataskala, OH43062-0342

Visit www.ohiopleinairsociety.com— OPASis now on the World Wide Web.

OPAS Newsletter Production
Ray Hassard
ray@rayhassard.com

Paint O ut Co-Chairs
Mary Dziak, dziak@cros.net
Susi Havens-Bezaire, shbezaire@aol.com

Website
Debra Joyce Dawson
debra@ohiopleinairsociety .com

2007-08 OPAS Officers
Jon Browning, President
jbr owning@browninglaw .us

John Daniels, Vice President
jdaniels@iwaynet.net

Elaine Freeman, Secretary
elaineart@insight.rr .com

Edie Dean, Acting Treasurer
pdfgrp@earthlink.net

OPAS Board of Trustees
Debra Joyce Dawson, Chair
Debra Joyce Dawson, Acting Secretary
Jon Browning
Edie Dean, Acting Treasurer
Ray Hassard
Fran Mangino
Jeffrey Risner

2008 Newsletter deadlines

Please send any information for the newsletter b y the follo wing
dates. Anything coming in after these dates may not be pr inted
in the newsletter . Infor mation should be sent to r ay@rayhas-
sard.com.

Spr ing Newsletter : February 1, 2008
Summer : Apr il 1, 2008
Fall: August 1, 2008
Winter : December 1, 2008

Contact Information


