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Marblehead: a host of warm feelings and vivid images
comes to mind after exper iencing the paintout this y ear!
With spectacular sunr ises and sunsets and even a full
moon even weather joined in! 48 ar tists (44 OPAS mem-
bers) par ticipated in the ev ent on the w eekend of June 9-11.

On Friday evening ther e was an impromptu gather ing of
artists at the Lighthouse Resort Hotel wher e newcomers and
old-timers alike shar ed a delicious meal. Saturday dawned
with a r osy pink sky and a few exuberant artists were out to
captur e ‘first light ’. With 48 artists painting, y ou were sure to
encounter an ar tist with an easel in most ar eas around to wn
sometime that day . What were the challenges? Wind, sun,
sand, bugs, how to paint water , and, for some, how to create
the look of Cedar Point on the skyline with subtlety The
resultant paintings demonstr ated success!

By about 5 PM, most folks—72 all told—gather ed at the Dziak home for a
wonder ful por k dinner and the chance to mingle and shar e painting “tips and
tr ibulations ” and to build fr iendships that ar e sure to last for a long time.  The
infor mal display of paintings cr eated during the day was a testament to the var-
ied styles, interests, and immense talent of the OPAS group.  As weary artists left

Pam Tur nbow, reluctant to leav e,had to paint one
mor e lakeshor e pictur e on Sunday.



Top: The Party at the Dziak home
Above: Edie Dean and Bridgette Turner
Bottom: Debra Dawson paints at dawn

to go back to their hotels to pr epare for the next day’s adventur es, a
few night-o wls (you know who you are!) stayed to laugh and talk
until the ‘wee hours’. I heard that some even went out with flash -
lights (and sherpas!), intent on captur ing the reflection of the full
moon on Lake Erie. (We hope to see those paintings at futur e
events!)

By about 2 PM on Sunday, all who could stay gathered at the Dziak
Gallery at 110 W. Main St. to display their wor k to the public . Appr ox-
imately 23 artists showed their wor k, resulting in a few sales and
many appr eciative comments by the public . I hope I can speak for
everyone when I say that this is what OPAS is all about a passion for
painting in the outdoors , growing as artists, and sharing with others .
A heartfelt “thank you” goes to our hosts, Rick and Mary Dziak, for
their hospitality and planning. As a ‘first-timer ’, I felt so much at ease
and found the maps and infor mation packet v ery helpful. I t must
have taken many hours to assemble all the infor mation for so many
not to mention all the pr eparations for the por k roast on Saturday
evening! 

—Doreen St.John



OPAS has a lot to crow about. At the halfway mar k of 2006, we
have a growing membership r ole, changes in the website make
it easier to register with OPAS than ever before, and we’ve had a
spectacular show at the Schumacher Gallery. In the next several
months w e will host the Thir d Annual Ohio Plein Air Competi -
tion, and will hav e more participants than ev er before. In 2007
we’re looking for ward to the High Roads exhibition and the sho w
at the Spr ingfield M useum of Art. We’re a busy group.

The real strength of OPAS, though, rests with its members . I
get to talk with ar tists who are traveling to paint out West, in
Texas, and in Maryland and in F lor ida. I see members travelling
from Cincinnati to C olumbus to suppor t fellow members at
openings and exhibitions . I meet new members at each paint
out that I attend — ev en ones in the rain and in far flung par ts of
the state. Each of them, no matter his or her lev el of experience
or expertise, loves to paint and loves to share his or her enthusi -
asm for painting. M y goal is to nudge OPAS along while keeping
that spir it and enthusiasm aliv e.

Still, w e have a lot of work to do, also. One of the projects that
we’re bringing along is an OPAS-sponsored workshop with
nationally kno wn artist Kenneth Cadwallader. Look for details in
the coming months , but Ken has agreed to judge the Four th
Annual Competition, in 2007. We’re also exploring the possibili -
ty of an OPAS led trip to paint in E urope. And we still have
housekeeping duties that r equir e daily attention, like the com -
petition in S eptember . If you haven’t registered for Nelsonville
yet, please do so! We need to know if we can afford to pay our
judge.

Later this summer , as the details come into greater focus, I
will be able to announce mor e. For now, let me know if you have
any concerns, questions, or annoucements . I love to hear from
each of you.

—Jon Browning

From the President Motorist Mutual Exhibit
The OPAS exhibit at Motor ist Mutual I nsurance is approaching
fast. Cutoff date for entr y is Monday August 21.

Motor ist Mutual is at 471 E Broad St across from the Colum -
bus Museum. Two to thr ee paintings (depending on siz e) will be
accepted for show. Your business card will be affixed to painting
with painting title . 

Take-in: Friday September 8, 2006,10:00- 12 noon
Pickup: Monday September 25, 10:00 - 12 noon
Send painting titles , price, and your name and contact phone

number by August 21 to:
Elaine Freeman
5935 Course Drive
Westerville OH 43081

Those willing to v olunteer for take-in and hanging please call
Elaine at 614 939-0021 or email at elaineart@insight. rr.com

Thank you to Rick and Mary Dziak for sending out mailbags
dur ing Jon Browning's r ecovery from surgery. Also a big thank
you to Edie Dean for filling in the duties of Treasurer until the
appointment of a new tr easurer. 

Wooster Paint Out
The Wooster Paint Out at the Pine Tree Barn was just great! Oh,
it rained, but just enough to add some misty atmospher ics to
the valley, and it was cool out, but w e were all still able to enjo y
lunch on the v eranda. Seventeen artists and guests showed up,
our hosts provided coffee and muffins to keep us going, and
Dino M assaroni moder ated an insightful cr itique . Dede
Dufresne worked with glazes on porcelain! It was fascinating to
see a medium that we're not used to being worked en plein air .

Hats off, to Cinda Motter for pulling this together .

Congratulations
to winners of the OPAS juried Show at the Schumacher Gallery
March 8 -Apr il 7, 2006
1st Place—Carol Cosgrove: Iris
2nd Place—Karen LaValley Winter I nterlude
3rd Place—Bridgette Turner Windy H ill
Juror's Award—Carolyn Lewis "Cuyahoga Valley Sunset"
Honor able Mention—D ebra Joyce Dawson, Joe Lombardo, and
Pam Turnbow

OPASOfficers
Elected at the General Meeting, March 11, 2006 were President,
Jon Browning, Vice President Rick Dziak and Secretary Carol
Cosgrove. The office of Treasurer is being filled tempor arily by
Edie Dean. Those interested in taking over the position please
contact any of those listed abo ve. 

OPASgives outgoing officers Debra Dawson and Bridgette
Turner sincere and heartfelt thanks for the y ears of service they
have given the organization. You both did a gr eat job!



If someone asked me what makes a good OPAS painting event,
good weather and sunshine would r ank high on my list. After that,
I would hav e to say good painting sites, a well organized day, an
abundance of ar tists, and a good turnout of shoppers buying ar t.
The paint out in S pr ingfield on Saturday July 15 had all of that and
then some. For those who signed up early and committed to stay
for the “Meet the Artists” event, there were very good boxed meals
served for lunch and dinner . There were maps, gracious hosts,
good paintings and many sales at the end of the day. There was an
open mar ket in the H eritage Center near the bustling to wn
square. For anyone who missed this , I was told that this mar ket is
set up every Saturday until 1:00 pm until the end of S eptember . 

The color ful umbr ellas, clothing and flo wers in the alley
between some of Spr ingfield ’s historic buildings caught my ey e
right away and I planted myself ther e. Several other painters
chose this same subject and we spaced ourselves around the
fountains with good angles of the mar ketplace. Some of us were
lucky enough to find some shade as this pr omised to be one of
those dog days of summer. Other ar tists scattered throughout the
city at locations near histor ic homes, parks, Wittenber g’s college campus and the art museum which is located along a r iver. Many
local residents stopped to chat and w ere very welcoming and thanked us for coming to S pr ingfield to paint. As ar tists finished wor k-

ing, we gathered in the plaza, set up our easels and displayed
paintings fr om the day’s efforts as well as other paintings . There
was a very good turnout of shoppers and fr om my personal obser -
vation, I’ d say about one thir d of the 27 artists on the square sold
paintings! Awesome!! Congratulations to all of y ou. Hats off to
Lynda Collins-P auley and the Inter face Creative Group for setting
this up . Thanks also to the town of Spr ingfield for w elcoming
OPAS and making this an event that needs to be repeated.

—Carol Cosgrove

New Members
Welcome to our new est OPAS members
representing many Ohio counties and
Michigan!

Welcome to artist members H erb Von
Der Au (Allen Co.), Kelly Mallor y (Ash-
land Co.), Scott Jenkinson (Athens Co.),
Karen (Muffie) Briggs Ng (Butler Co.),
Diane Farr (Cuyahoga Co.), Rozanne
Stoman (D arke Co.), Michelle M orr is
(Delaware Co.), Kathleen Forrest (Erie Co.), Karen Rumor a (Fair field Co.), Dorothy M cNeil, Thoma Swanson, Donna N esbitt, Jason
Engle (Franklin C o.), Alice Fossett (Hamilton C o.), Merv Russell, Eleanor M iller (L ucas Co.), Fred del Guidice ( Wayne Co.), and Delilah
Smith (M ichigan) K ir ill N ovikov (Franklin C o) and Helen Jeglic (Medina Co), Barbara Chenault (Warren Co), .Joanne Schilk and Don -
ald H. Schilk, Jr (Cuyahoga Co). Also welcome and thank y ou to Sustaining Patron Member Jeffrey McNealey (Franklin C o.).

The crowds began to arrive around 4 pm
to view the ar twor k.

Chuck Marshall and Bridgette Turner
painted behind the Westcott House

Ann Kah, Donna Clark, and way
off in the distance , Edy Martin, all
painted near the far mers’ market.

The line-up of ar tists in Spr ingfield ’s plaza.



Studying with Scott Christensen
I’m relatively new to plein air painting. I star ted out as an illustr ator, and was very liter al, very realistic in my conception of the sub -
ject matter . Detail was king. But I ended up seeing leaves, not tr ees.

In May of 2005, I was privileged to attend Scott Chr istensen’s 10 Day Intensiv e Landscape Workshop in Wyoming. I t was intense, but
lots of fun, too . I was reminded of this at the after lunch discussion
time at our D ecember paint out in Worthington. M any of the issues
talked about w ere refreshing reminders of things taught dur ing Scott’s
workshop. I, for one, although an ar t/z oology major , was never really
fully instr ucted in some of those basic concepts.

The first 5-6 days of the workshop felt like I was being str ipped of all
my accumulated (mis)understanding of ho w to make a painting. Scott
echoes John Carlson, Edgar Payne and even Winston Chur chill: Limit -
ed palette, big masses, five kinds of light, four v alue planes, restraint in
color r ather than extr avagance. We spent our time on 20 to 60 minute
studies, practicing fr om photos indoors . We then moved outdoors ,
again working on quick studies gather ing infor mation that could be
utiliz ed in making lar ger studio paintings . Scott demonstrated quick
field studies , then showed us the process of working fr om studies to
develop 40” x 48” and a 48” x 60” paintings in about 5 hours each.
These would be reworked numer ous times in the studio at a later date
before being “finished. ”

We were all invited, in gr oups of 10 (one fourth of the class), to an
evening at Scott and Karen’s gorgeous, 6,000 sq. ft. home and studio .
The huge living r oom with stone fir eplace and log balcony on the sec-
ond floor look out the massiv e windows to an awe-inspir ing view of the Tetons. Viewing almost 100 of Scott’s original paintings and
studies, along with or iginals by Nicolai Fechin and Kevin M acPherson, to name a couple.

Although expensiv e, I was more than satisfied with the wor kshop. For one thing, it was long enough to begin to incorpor ate some
of the new ideas!  I feel like a new painter-I’ ve much to learn, but no w feel I’m wor king with a mor e solid foundation for building my
pictur es. And you sure can’t beat Jackson Hole for outstanding subject matter!

—Jim Glover

Upper Arlington Paintout
Saturday June 24 brought beauti -
ful sunny skies and eight enthu -
siastic OPAS painters to Upper
Arlington ’s mallway, in an his-
tor ic segment along Arlington
Ave.  The local merchants came
out to personally w elcome us
and seemed delighted that w e
were there. Several OPAS mem-
bers had previously made
arrangements to have their art
on display in the shop windo ws.
One owner of a deli and cater ing
business brought around a tr ay
of small assorted sandwiches.
Another shop owner br ought out
extra tables and chairs to
give us a place to rest in
the shade, and still anoth -
er offered the use of bath-

room facilities . This event was coordinated betw een OPAS and
Lynette Santor o-Au, Arts Manager for the City of Upper Arlington.
There were several potential buy ers stopping by to browse. This
looks to be the start of something gr eat. We have heard that the shop
owners are already looking for ward to us painting her e again next
year!

—Carol Cosgrove

Joan Zell, above, Jim Glover and Dede Dufresne (right) w ere three of
the painters in U pper Arlington in early J une.



POBOX342
Pataskala, OH43062-0342

Visit www.ohiopleinairsociety.com— OPASis now on the World Wide Web.

“Paint the Hills”
3rd Annual P lein Air C ompetition, Nelsonville O hio , September 23, 24

Call for ar tists: The Ohio Plein Air Society is sponsor ing its 3rd Annual Jur ied Plein Air Competition and E xhibition on S eptember 23
and 24, 2006, in Nelsonville , Ohio. This event is open to any artist wor king in oils , acrylics, pastels, and watercolor. OPAS will award
$1,000 in prize money, with $400 for Best of Show.

Deadline for applications b y mail: September 16; walk-up applications: dur ing registration until 9:00 a.m., September 23.

OPAS members, be sure to suppor t our own painting competition!! This is a fabulously fun w eekend that you really don’t want to
miss!!

This year’s juror is Shaun D ingwerth, Executive Director Richmond ar t Museum, Richmond, IN. Mr . Dingwerth has served as the
Executive Director at the Richmond Ar t Museum, Richmond, I ndiana since 2004. Recently he wrote an article on the Richmond
Group of ar tists for Plein Air M agazine. He serves on the board of the Association of I ndiana M useums as a representative for East
Central Indiana and serves on the board for the Region Five Regional Roundtable . He is a member of the Richmond Ar t Club and is
frequently asked to jur or at area art exhibitions . 

Gayla Parks of Studio 4 Gallery would like to extend an invitation to OP AS members and participants in this y ear’s Nelsonville com -
petition to par ticipate in a “Paint The Hills” Exhibit to begin immediately after the competition. The showing will continue until mid
November. This year Studio 4 will sho w paintings the ar tists want to sell and will r eceive those after the competition. The reputation
of this show has grown and it pr omises to be seen by many who appr eciate and collect plein air paintings . After three successful years
of business the gallery has attracted excellent ar tists and continues to seek new and unique wor k.

Please contact Mark DeLong if  you have any art items that y ou would be willing to donate for the r affle/door pr ize drawing dur ing
the competition. 216-383 3004 or  mar kd10416@aol.com

Watch the mail for your application form.


